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edge. When you cram into your head for a test 
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you may get a high mark but forget it the next 
day. That's not an education. I suggest just 
Good and Bad at the end of the term on report 
cards. Or maybe nothing, 

Frank Allen 


The reason my marks are low is because teach- 
ers call on me the one time I'm unprepaired 
and never all the times I am. 

Disgusted 


Exams show more tire paper and not the in- 
dividual. 

MX 


Teachers give tests for spite and to get even. 
Or just to keep the class quiet. (This is the last 
time I’m writting to answer you!) 





Marks should be based on class work and not 
on tests when the nerves take over. When talk- 
ing in class (English) and the teacher listens to 
me I feel more courage to say it. 

Jose Rodriguez 
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I use only 10% or less of what I study. It’s 
a waist. 

Dropout 


Cheat is Teach backwards! 1 I 

Doodlebug 



TO: ALL TEACHERS 

FROM: James J. McHabe, Adm. Asst. 


£™™ E PLOT and HAND IN THE MEDIAN PER- 
CURVE BASED ON THE MIDTERM MARKS 
Y ° UR CLASSES - IF A CLASS CURVE 

AurimnTn ™ E PERCE NTILE OF FAILURES 
ALLOTTED TO IT, THE EFFICACY OF THE TEACH- 

BE Q uesti °NED. TEACHERS WITH THE 

S comLeSde™ ° F PASS1NG students ARE TO 

JJMcH 
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Wed., Nov. 25 


Dear Ellen, 

It looks as if I might be fired from the school 
system— because I failed to provide a lavatory escort 
for Joe Ferone. 

If this doesn’t make sense, it’s because it doesn’t; 
but I’ll start at the beginning. It was during Mid- 
term Exams this morning. Midterms are really final 
exams, but they’re given in November, with high 
pomp and protocol. Books piled in front of the room, 
seats in alternate rows, kids: “Can we copy?” “What’s 
the answer to question 2?” “It’s not fair! We never 
had this!” “How we supposed to answer this?” Con- 
fusion about money to be collected for Thanksgiv- 
ing baskets; confusion about Midterm exam enve- 
lopes delivered to the wrong room; confusion about 
proctoring assignments; and the usual confusion 
about bells. Finally silence, except for the scratch- 
ing of pens and shuffling of feet. 

Suddenly— a problem. Ferone has to leave the room. 
I escort him to the door-but there is no hall proctor 
in sight— and he is not supposed to go unescorted. 
What to do? His need is urgent. We stand in the 
doorway for a moment, testing each other with our 
eyes. The situation is fraught. This may be my 
chance to win his trust at last. I wliisper-in order 
not to disturb the others-my permission for him to 
go alone. It is understood that he is honor-bound 
not to use the lavatory for any but legitimate pur- 
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poses; not as a reference room, not to look up any 
answers that may be secreted on his person not 
even for a quick smoke. He goes, and I return to 
my observation perch at the back of the room (so 
that the kids can't see whom I am watching* a tip 
from Admiral Ass!). A few minutes later, the Ad- 
miral himself appears in the doorway, white with 
rage, Ferone at his side. Clash of swords; two enemies 
face to face, on either side of Ferone; the show- 
down but sotto-voce , for we have an audience, 

McH: What is the meaning of this? 

I: Of what? 

McH: You let him out of the room unescorted? 

I: He had to go 
McH: Unescorted? 

I: There was no hall proctor, 

McH: You should have waited for one. 

I. The situation did not warrant waiting. 

McH: Do you realize his exam paper may be 
invalidated? 

I: Why? 

McH: He may have been looking up answers! 

I: I don't think so. He told me he wouldn't 
McH: He told you? 

I: Yes. 

McH: And you believed him? 

I: I believe him. 

MeH; Go back to your seat, young man. Miss Bar- 
rett, this is not the time and place to explain to you 
tiie gravity of your position. You had explicit instruc- 
tions; you disobeyed them. You’ll hear from me later. 

In the meantime, you will please put his paper aside 
when he is finished. The outcome of his examina- 
tion will have a direct bearing on you. You un- 
derstand that? 

I: I think so. 

McH: The second girl in the third row-eyes on 
yourpaperl 
Exit the Admiral. 

Ferone and I look at each other. His face is im- 
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passive. Will he fail the exam to vindicate me? He 
is very bright; he has been an F student only be- 
cause he chose to be. 

Suddenly he has become a moral issue by which 
I stand or fall. The incident of the lavatory has 
brought into focus iny values against McHabe’s— 
everything I believe in as opposed to all that is petty, 
regimented and rote in the school system; all that 
degrades the dignity of my profession, and conse- 
quently, of my pupils; my desire to teach well, as 
opposed to bureaucracy, trivia and waste. 

Perhaps I am losing my sense of humor. It’s easy 
to do that here. But I am still new enough to the 
system not to take its absurdities for granted. If only 
the McHabes didn’t keep getting in the way, I think 
I could move a few mountains. 

Now I have to mark, over the four-day Thanks- 
giving holiday, 201 papers. Each is in 5 parts. Each 
contains 2 compositions. 

I shall keep you posted on further developments 
of the Barrett-Ferone-McHabe Lavatory Case. In the 
meantime, write me what the weather is like in the 
outside world. 

Love, 

Syl 

P.S. Did you know that according to the tabulation 
of the National Council of Teachers of English, it 
takes six to ten minutes to grade a single composi- 
tion, and that the city’s teachers carry a pupil-load 
of 150 to 200 pupils per term? 
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INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: 304 
TO: 508 

Dear Bea— 

I’ve just graded Ferone’s paper: he got 89%. 

Do you suppose I’ll be court-martialed? 

Syl 


OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL 
CALVIN COOLIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 

Copy to Mr. McHabe 
Dr. Bester 

Dear Miss Barrett, 

It has come to my attention that due to laxness 
on your part in proctoring the Midterm examina- 
tions one of our students is under suspicion of 
cheating. This can have a demoralizing and cor- 
rU J >l ' nt ’ e ffect on the rest of our student body, 
who have always and at all times upheld our 
high standards of moral and ethical integrity. 

MAXWELL E. CLARKE 
Principal 


* # * 


-■-'ecu miss .Barrett, 




Samuel Bester 

Chairman, Language Arts Dept. 
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I have known teachers to go crazy from too much 
teaching but not you. How come? They should 
put you on a pedestle. 

A Bashful Nobody 


My suggestion is overthrow Mr. McHabe and you 
run the school togeather with Mr. Grayson. Then 
this would be a great place to be. 

A IjuX 

(In the Mid Terms the reason I flunked is be- 
cause I didn’t understand the questions.) 


It serves them right (dishes in ruins) how we 
messed up the whole Cafeteria, and we’ll do it 
again if they still treat us like jailbirds. This is 
the last warning I’m writting. 







At first I thought to myself Td never live through 
another English with a female teacher but, in- 
stead, well here I am and I owe it all to you. 

Rusty 


Too strick with the marks. I could use a 80. 

A 55 


I suggest 1. More teachers with spunk. 

A. To stick up for us. 

1. The way you stuck up for Joe F. 

2. And fight with Mac Habe 

3. Character— Excellent & not afraid. 

4. And beautiful blue eyes. 

Teenager 


I complaint all ready about my Midterm mark. 
What’s the use of intergration if marks are still 
low? 

Edward Williams Esq. 

I never knew a teacher to really care but you do. 
Don’t ever leave us. I wish I could have you till 
the end of school. 

Carole Blanca 
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I like to get away from war books like “Shake- 
speer” to the “dance” in the gym but didn’t get a 
chance to “dance” with you. Maybe we will “next 
time”. 

Chas. H. Robbins 


You took off to much for sp. and gr. and punch 
and vocab. on my Exam, when you were about 
my age you didn’t want the same thing to happen 
to you. 

Zero 


I love the frank way you speak to us and I love 
your methods of teaching and dressing yourself. 
I love your kindness and whole personality. I also 
love you for yourself. Tell us more about your 
own life like you did that time about your col- 
lege. It makes you feel very human to us so we 
can be more like you. (I went down to size 15). 
I m only misrable at home and never in English. 
That’s why I have this new ambition to be an 
English Teacher. Can you tell me how you pre- 
pared your self for this career? 

Your friend, 

Vivian Paine 


You have one of the best sense of humors I ever 
met. You made the lessons laughable. 

Third Row 
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I don’t like the way you dress, too loud for a 
teacher, you should tone it down, and a low 
marker. 

Yr. Enem y 

The reason I like your English is you teach Eng- 
lish which can be used in my life to make me 
somebody. You have arranged your English so 
that it seems more interesting and it doesn’t seem 
like English though it is. You make likable things 
I don’t like like reading. You teach perfectly and 
steadily, not too fast or too slow. And you always 
have time to listen to our side of the book. Can 
I have you again? 

Jose Rodriguez 


I know who cheated on the midterms and got 
away with it, also somebody else. 

Guess Who 


No matter what I do my mother keeps harping. 

Doodlebug 



I m not in your class, but how about a date any- 
how? I am a very congenial acquaintance. I am 
medium tall with dark hazel eyes, sort of chubby 
face and a little stout around the middle. I sup- 
pose you know me already! 
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Passer By 



Although the English Midterms were extremely 
interesting, they were rather hard to do in my 
usual well manner. I therefore wish to thank you 
for giving me the opportunity of raising my mark 
with a Extra Credit Book Report which I hope 
you will enjoy reading. 

Harry A. Kagan 
(The Students Choice) 


I’m not saying there’s too much homework, but I 
won’t say there’s too little. But for you I’m glad 
to do it even double. 

Frank Allen 


I was going to drop out but no more. No teacher 
ever gave me the break you did when you told 
me I could make up my briliant ( Ha-ha! ) marks 
with a book report for extra credit which I willl 

Lou Martin 


This is the first class I enjoyed failing because of 
looking at you. 



Not enuogh extra credit for washing the Boardl 

Disgusted 


Will you marry me? 
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a)ear Miss Barrett, 

I am hereby submitting a Book Beport I wrote 
for extra credit. I hope you will raise my mark 
since I need to have it raised. In the past I have 
always usually had excellent marks in English. 

Harry A. Kagan 
(The Students Choice) 

My Beading Life 

My reading life has quite a variation and is 
more wider than the average student. I enjoy in- 
dulging in many types of great literature, both 
fiction and nonfiction books as well as others. Mr. 
Hemingway’s works gave me a very favorable im- 
pression of Mr. Hemingway as a writer. I would 
recommend it to any one. One author I did not 
care for was xMr. Faulkner. I didn’t get any en- 
joyment out of him. Another book I did not par- 
ticularly enjoy was “War and Peace” by Mr. 
Tolstoy. It was much too long to read it and has 
too many characters with similiar names. I’ve also 
read quite a few other fiction novels that I won’t 
mention here. I consider reading one of my most 
useful hobbies. 


Miss Barett, You said we could put in your let- 
ter box Extra Credit reports on books we read 
outside of school and due to Midterms and hors- 
ing around I need that E. Credit! I demand you 
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give it to me! Ha-ha joke! But every little bit 
counts! 

Lou Martin 

Three Important M yth 
by Lou Martin 

1. There was once a boy and girl but their fam- 
itys were always arguing so naturally these two 
children or people would meet each other on 
the sly. One day a bleeding lion came along. Hor- 
rorfied she ran away leaving her scarf! The lion 
played with it for a while and then went away. 
The boy came back and seeing the bleeding scarf 
taught that she was killed. Remosely he took his 
knife and his life! The girl saw her boy-friend was 
dead and she decided to kill her self! The 2 fam- 
ilys seeing their dear children dead realised how 
silly they were & became friends after learning a 
horrorful lesson. The same conflict appears in 
Shakespeer. 

2. Pygmalian was a myth who was a sculpture. 
He was the type of man who didn’t like women 
particulally but this story changes this. One day 
he made a statue of his wife-to-be and put in 
everything he wanted just so and when it was fin- 
ished he wanted to marry her but since she wasn’t 
alive he couldn’t very well do so. What to do? 
Pray, of course, which he did to the G — ss of 
love who made her alive! From this we get My 
Fair Lady and others. 

3. Adonis was a handsome youth from Asia Miner 

and Venus was the G — ss of love. She use to 
spend all her time going hunting with him and 
fishing and other sports. All the manly outlets of 
fife! One day while Adonis went hunting a wild 
bore killed him and all the Gods pitied Venus 
so much they then allowed him to rise from the 
dead to dwell as her husband part time. During 
tide months in which he visits we call Spring- 
time. F & 
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INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: 508 
TO: 304 

Dear Syl, 

Welcome back! You were much missed yester- 
day! By Paul, who kept revising verses he was 
writing you. By your Joe Ferone, who wandered, 
listless and passless, through the corridors and 
out of the building before the PM check-out. 
By McHabe, who was summoned by the un- 
nerved substitute to sit on your classes. By your 
kids. And, of course, by me. 

Are you all right? Wild rumor has it that you 
had 1. eloped 2. collapsed beneath a pile of rec- 
ords 3. gone to the movies in the daytime ! Which 
is it? 

Bea 

* «* $ 

INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: 304 
TO: 508 

Dear Bea— 

If I have to check one, Til take #3. 

Actually, I spent the day at Willowdale Acad- 
emy, being interviewed for a possible February 
job. From where I sit, its very tempting. 
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Came back to find my door fixed at last; it 
opens and closes now. But— two chairs are 
broken. Fair exchange! 

Do the CCs go on the right or the left of the 
blue line on the PRC? 

Syl 

& ft ft 

INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: 508 
TO: 304 

Dear Syl, 

Fie on Willowdale! Don’t you know how much 
you re needed right here? My underground in- 
forms me there was prolonged applause when 
your kids saw you back in classroom. 

As for capsule characterizations, they go on 
fight of blue line; you should have been paying 
attention at October Faculty Conference. IVe 
discovered a boy on my register for whom I can’t 
make out a CC or a final mark: I never laid eyes 
on him! He’s been spending his English period 
every day, since the beginning of term, sitting in 
the office, being disciplined for something or 
other— no one can recall whatl 

Bea 

# « # 

INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: 304 
TO: 508 

Dear Bea— 

My problem is CC’s of kids who are present. 
Wish I could say something honest, like: 

“Sycophant, stuffed-shirt, stinker. Has finger in 
every school pie; will go far.” 
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or “What is she doing studying French verbs? 
Marry her off— and fast!” 

or “Let’s not lie to him about equality of op- 
portunity!” 

But, like the rest of us, I have to settle for: 
“Leadership potential.” 

“Works to capacity.” 

“Should try harder.” 

One thing about Willowdale— there’s no jj. 
McH. there. Did you get his latest, alerting teach- 
ers to “epidemic of glue-sniffling”? And no Sadie 
Finch, clamping Sown, harder than ever, on inter- 
punching. 

I would teach English there! 

Syl 

* ft ft 

INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: 508 
TO: 304 

Dear Syl— 

The McHabes and the Finches exist in college 
too. There is no greener grass. Even in private 
high schools and so-called “better” public high 
schools, there are many pressures: parental pres- 
sures for Ivy League colleges, School Board pres- 
sures, social pressures. The range of dull to 
bright kids is about the same, and if they drive 
their own cars to school, they— and their parents 
—tend to look down on the teacher’s lack of 
money or status. 

Besides, if you leave, with whom would I ex- 
change these intraschool communiques to bright- 
en my Lobby Duty period? 

Besides, you’re our catalyst, mascot, spokes- 
man and in-fighter. 

Besides, you laugh good, like a teacher should. 
I’m not saying this to get a higher mark. 

Stay! 

Bea 
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INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 


INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: 304 
TO: 508 

Thank you for the kind words; I need all I can 
get. 

It may not even be my decision to make. After 
so many demerits, I expect a “U” ratine from 
Clarke. 

What did I miss yesterday? 

Syl 

# * « 

INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: 508 
TO: 304 

Dear Syl— 

Dont worry about your end-of-term rating. 
“Principal's Estimate of Teacher's General Fit- 
ness”— for all its verbiage-is concerned with one 
thing only: Is she loony?" And— whatever else 
you are— you re not loony. 

You missed the Dec. Faculty Conference, as 
you well know, at which all vital questions were 
postponed for lack of time. And at which: 

2 new committees were formed. 

It was decided to substitute folk songs for 
hymns in assembly. 

McHabe took a stand vs. vandalism, obscenity, 
lateness, smoking, and the Faculty Show. 

I know, because I had to write up the Minutes. 
Paul spent the hour writing you verses, 

I know, because he sat next to me. 

Have you forgiven him? 

Bea 


FROM: 304 
TO: 508 

Dear Bea— 

There's nothing to forgive. He himself feels 
blameless. 

He is— as the PRC puts it— “trying hard”; and 
he keeps dropping bait into my letter-box; 

“A question to pursue and ponder: 

Does abstinence make the heart grow 
fonder?” 

Health Ed teacher just sent me cutting slip for 
Alice Blake. Apparently only today has someone 
bothered to take attendance in Gym. Apparently 
no one has as yet removed her name from De- 
laney Book. 

Tve kept in touch with her mother. Alice has 
been transferred to another hospital, she is in 
pain, she still refuses to have anyone from school 
visit her. 

What's all the excitement about “Teacher for 
a day"? 

Syl 

# * « 

INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: 508 
TO: 304 

Dear Syl— 

That's the day kids turn the tables on us. It al- 
ways takes place just before Xmas; it's the oc- 
casion for certain responsible seniors to run the 
school for one day. President of G.O. becomes 
principal, chosen seniors prepare a lesson to teach 
lower classes, and it's all very sound. 

But by a series of mutations and deteriorations, 
it is becoming more fraught and frantic each 
year. The humor of teachers dressed as kids ca- 
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vorting on the stage escapes me, but there is a 
strong faction in its favor. They call it “the 
lighter side of education.” 

Surely, Willowdale has nothing like it to show 
you! 

Whats wrong? You sound a bit fed up. 

Bea 

* # # 

INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: 304 
TO: 508 

Dear Bea— 

I am— more than a bit fed up. 

I once taught a lesson on “A man's reach 
should exceed his grasp/Or what’s a heaven 
for?” I’m no longer sure that this is so; the higher 
I reach, the flatter I fall on my face. 

How do you manage to stand up? 

Syl 

# # « 

INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: 508 
TO: 304 

Dear Syl, 

Look at the cherub who is delivering this note. 
Look closely. Did you ever see a lovelier smile? 
A prouder bearing? She has just made the Honor 
Society. Last year she was ready to quit school. 

Walk through the halls. Listen at the classroom 
doors. In one-a lesson on the nature of Greek 
tragedy. In another-a drill on who and whom . 
In another-a hum of voices intoning French con- 
jugations. In another— committee reports on slum 
clearance. In another — silence: a math quiz. 
Whatever the waste, stupidity, ineptitude, 
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whatever the problems and frustrations of teach- 
ers and pupils, something very exciting is going 
on. In each of the classrooms, on each of the 
floors, all at the same time, education is going on. 
In some form or other, for all its abuses, young 
people are exposed to education. 

That’s how I manage to stand up. 

And that’s why you’re standing, too. 

Let’s meet at 3. If you’re swamped with work, 
let’s at least walk to the subway together. 

Bea 
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Fit, Dec. 11 

Dear Ellen, 

I chuckled at your description of your in-laws 
and the shrunken turkey. I needed to chuckle. 

The invitation to spend the Xmas holidays with 
you is very tempting, but I wont be able to make it. 
Neither am I going to visit Mother. Her letters have 
switched into lower gear: She now sends me clip- 
pings on marriages. No, it isn’t the “extravagance of 
the flight, as you so delicately put it. Since I’m un- 
able to whip up an appetite at 10:17, I’ve saved a 
fortune on lunches. It’s the term papers, reports, 
CCs and final marks, which are due right after the 
holidays, “to facilitate records,” although there wfll 
still be a month of school left. 

Other teachers, more efficient or more experienced, 
seem to manage to take this time off; some (on maxi- 
mum salaries? ) even go on cruises! 

But I’m at a loss on how to give each of my 201 
students a numerical mark in a subject like English. 
Based on what?-Average of tests? “Class attitude”? 
Effort? Attendance? Native intelligence? Memory- 
span? Emotional problems? The kind of reading their 
parents had exposed them to? 

About Henrietta and the Book Room Incident: 
hhes back, galumphing more energetically than ever 
through the classics, devising means of bringing them 
to the students’ level, as the phrase goes. Her latest 
is: Great Poems Turned into Tabloid Headlines. I 
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wouldn t have believed it, had I not seen two kids in 
my homeroom at it: 

MIDNIGHT RIDER WARNS OF FOE 
SEAMAN GUILTY OF SHOOTING BIRD 

WIFE TELLS ALL IN PORTUGUESE 
LOVE LETTERS 

MAN REPORTS TALKING RAVEN 

As for your question about Ferone and the Lava- 
tory Escort episode, it passed with no repercussions. 
Ferone had neither failed nor cheated. As a matter 
of fact, his mark was 89. The day of the exam his 
paper was gone over, with a fine tooth comb, by 
Bester and me; after Thanksgiving, it was re- 
combed by McHabe. There was no evidence of foul 
play. And there was no apology offered him— or me. 

But the boy did finally agree to see me after school. 
He is coming next week. I don’t know why I feel it’s 
so important. I haven’t done too well with the others. 

I couldn’t change Eddie Williams’ conviction that 
the white world is against him, no matter how many 
proofs and protestations I offered him. He knows bet- 
ter. He has always known. 

And I couldn’t, in any way, change Harry Kagan, 
nor cut through the fawning politician to find the 
boy beneath. Perhaps there isn’t any. 

And I couldn’t do much for Lou Martin; the need 
for attention that prompts his clowning is too des- 
perate. 

My victories are few; Jose Rodriguez, who learned 
that he counts; Vivian Paine, who learned that she is 
nice; and a few who learned where to put commas 
and periods. 

I think, like me, they’re all seeking a way to make 
contact, to communicate, to be loved. 

“Hey, teach— you back?” one of my boys greeted 
me. 
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"I m not a teach. I'm a teacher . And I have a name. 
How would you like it if I called you “Hev miner? 

Td like it fine.” * P P 

“Why?” 

“It shows you're with it.” 

I want to be “with it,” but they need some con- 
crete proof. Like Grayson's. 

Quite inadvertently (the kids had been sworn to 
secrecy) I discovered the mystery of Grayson. 

It seems he runs a sort of one-man free kitchen, 
lending-bank, drug-cure center, flophouse and em- 
ployment agency in the basement. 

While the rest of us were busy making out graphs 
and Character Capsules, he gave the kids sand- 
wiches, lent them money, found jobs for them after 
school, or gave them jobs to do himself. He kept 
them off the streets and off “the junk,” and on oc- 
casion let the temporarily homeless ones sleep il- 
legally overnight in the basement. 

What Ferone and some of the other kids were get- 
ting from him was not the pedagogic gobbledygook, 
not concepts and precepts, not conferences and inter- 
views, not pleas and threats, not words— not any 
words at all— but simple action, immediate and real; 
food, money, jobs. 

I admit to a momentary pang of dismay: What 
tangibles could I offer them? 

It may be easier at Willowdale. 

Extraordinary— that Willowdale Academy and Cal- 
vin Coolidge High School should both be institutions 
of learning! The contrast is stunning. I had a leisurely 
tea with the Chairman of the English Department. I 
saw several faculty members sitting around in of- 
fices and lounges, sipping tea, reading, smoking. 
Through the large casement windows bare trees 
rubbed cozy branches. (One of my students had 
written wistfully of a dream-school that would have 
“windows with trees in them”!) Old leather chairs, 
book-lined walls, air of cultivated casualness, sound 
of well-bred laughter. 

Whatever tensions, back-biting or jockeying for 
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position exist in a place like this— and I know they 
do— I, as a lady and a Chaucerian scholar, was made 
unaware of anything but their delight at my visit. If 
it should prove mutually satisfactory, I would teach 
three classes a day, three times a week; the other 
two days would be for individual conferences with 
students. Classes are small. Although I would be 
stuck with Freshman Composition— the Chairman 
shrugged apologetically— there would be an assist- 
ant to mark the papers. I would be required to do 
nothing but teach. I might even have a Chaucer 
seminar. And certainly, they would arrange to give 
me as much time as possible to complete the work 
for my doctorate, after which, “one might rise quick- 
ly on the academic ladder.” 

There I sat, Sylvia Barrett of Room 304, talking in 
my own language, made conscious of the dignity of 
my profession, made to feel, like Jose Rodriguez, that 
I'm “real.” 

I know, I know. I have a tendency to romanticize; 
Paul keeps telling me this. But surely, anyone in- 
terested in teaching belongs in Willowdale rather 
than in Calvin Coolidge? 

Bea doesn't think so. Sometimes I think she is right. 

When I returned to my own classes, after a day's 
absence, the kids seemed genuinely pleased to see 
me; but I suspect they were just as pleased with the 
bad time they had given my substitute. It seems she 
had arrived shrill and jittery, because the day before 
she had been threatened with a knife by a boy in an- 
other school. 

“We gave her a nervous breakdown,” Lou told 
me smugly. 

And Paul presented me with new verses— a parody 
of Gray's “Elegy”— which begins; 

The school bell tolls the knell of starting day; 

Ah, do not ask for whom it tolls! I see 

The students stairwards push their screaming way; 

I know, alas, it tolls for thee and me! 
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He hasn’t given up courting me with iambs. 

And he hasn’t given up trying to publish his exotic 
manuscript. A new publisher is interested, and Paul 
is poised for flight, awaiting word. To pass the time, 
he’s writing the annual Faculty Frolic, which is given 
a week before Xmas, and at which teachers and stu- 
dents interchange places. I’m looking forward to 
seeing Mary Lewis in bobby sox. 

I’m looking forward to hearing from Willowdale. 

I’m looking forward to resigning from the school 
system. 

Or am I? 

Im weary. Comfort me with letters of Xmas trees 
and hearth fires. 


Love, 


Syl 

P.S. Did you know that attacks by pupils on teachers 
in the city schools average one a day? 

S. 
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TO: ALL TEACHERS 


WITH CHRISTMAS ONLY A WEEK AWAY, THE 
SEASON’S GAY AND FESTIVE MOOD DESCENDS 
UPON OUR FACULTY AND STAFF TOMORROW 
WITH OUR ANNUAL FACULTY FROLIC, “THE 
COOLIDGE GILBERT & SULLIVAN,” WHICH WILL 
BE THE CULMINATION OF OUR TRADITIONAL 
"TEACHER FOR A DAY” DAY. I HOPE AND TRUST 
THAT BOTH THOSE WHO PARTICIPATE AND 
THOSE WHO DO NOT, JOIN IN THE SPIRIT OF 
PROPER ENJOYMENT OF THE LIGHTER SIDE OF 
EDUCATION. 

I WELCOME THIS OPPORTUNITY TO OFFER EACH 
AND ALL OF YOU MY SINCERE AND HEARTFELT 
WISHES FOR A MERRY YULETIDE AND A HABPY 
NEW YEAR. 

MAXWELL E. CLARKE 
Principal 

o o * 


TO: THE FACULTY OF CALVIN COOLIDGE HIGH 
SCHOOL 

DEAR TEACHER: 


IF YOU’D LIKE TO MAKE SOME EXTRA MONEY 
DURING THE XMAS HOLIDAYS, WE STILL HAVE 
A FEW OPENINGS LEFT IN OUR AGENCY IN THE 
FIELD OF TUTORING, SELLING, AND ADDRESSING 
XMAS ENVELOPES. PLEASE READ THE ENCLOSED 
APPLICATION FORM CAREFULLY; JOBS ARE GO- 
ING FASTI 
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For Linda Rosen 

c/o Miss Rarrett s Letterbox — Please forward!!! 

Linda!! I Are you financially embarrassed or 
your fingers turned numb or have you run out 
of stationery???? Why didn’t you answer my 
RSVP???? You know I can t call you because 
your Mother listens in oa the Ext.!!! Je me porte 
tres bien et j’espere que vous etes le meme. 
Vous comprenez ma language???? Voulez vous 
venir a ma noel party avec Bob? Mes parents 
ne serons pas dans la maison!!!! Nous voulons 
avoir un grand temps comme le dernier foi, parce 
que I got le stuff”, vous me comprenez, pour 
devenir haut!! N’est pas???? Let me know!!!! 

Actions speak louder than words, so I’ll sign 
off. 

Roz 






CIRCULAR # 99B 

TOPIC: “TEACHER FOR A DAY” DAY 
PLEASE KEEP ALL CIRCULARS ON FILE, IN THEIR 


DECEMBER 18, WHICH IS TOMORROW, HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED “TEACHER FOR A DAY” DAY. ONLY 
THE HIGHEST SERIOUSNESS OF PURPOSE~AND 
EXECUTION WILL BE TOLERATED. ALL DTSCT- 
PLINE PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE LACK OF 
SERIOUSNESS OF THIS PROGRAM ARE TO BE RE- 
FERRED TO MR. McHABE. 


Dear Miss Barrett, 

, Since 1 am running for re-election next term, 
Im putting this in your letter box. Please enter 
all my Service Credits on my PRC which is im- 
portant for votes. They are, to refresh your mem- 
ory: 

President G. O. 

Captain Cafeteria Patrol. 
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Elevator Squad 
G. O. Store Superviser 
Vice President Social Club 
Secretary Glee Club 
and Clarion Booster 

Miss Egan said she may give me credit for lay- 
ing out gauze pads aj*I swabs in the Infirmery 
each morning but I don’t know if she will since 
pressure of other work prevents me doing so. 

The Students Future Choice 
Harry A. Kagan 

# « # 


TO: ALL TEACHERS 

THE TEACHERS’ INTEREST COMMITTEE IS 
PLANNING A GALA LUNCHEON FOR THE LAST 
DAY OF SCHOOL BEFORE THE XMAS HOLIDAYS, 
WHEN STUDENTS WILL BE DISMISSED AT NOON. 
THE COST WILL BE $2.25 PER PERSON, INCLUD- 
ING GRATUITIES, WHICH IS THE MOST REASON- 
ABLE PRICE WE COULD GET. 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR WILLINGNESS TO AT- 
TEND BY CHECKING YES OR NO. IF YOU EXPECT 
TO COME, PLEASE INDICATE YOUR CHOICE BY 
PLACING A CHECK ON THE LEFT-HAND SIDE OF 
MEAT OR FISH. 


I WILL ATTEND THE GALA LUNCHEON 

WILL NOT 


SUPREME OF FRESH FRUIT ATTRACTIVELY DEC- 
ORATED WITH STRAWBERRIES 
CREAM OF MUSHROOM SOUP WITH GOLDEN 
CROUTONS 

CHICKEN PATTY WITH WHITE SAUCE; TENDER 
GARDEN PEAS 

FISH ALTERNATE: 

FILLET OF SOLE CRISPLY BROWNED WITH PARS- 
LEY POTATOES, SHOESTRING STRING BEANS 
CHOICE OF VANILLA OR CHOCOLATE ICE 
CREAM 
PETITS FOURS 
COFFEE-TEA-MILK 
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INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 
FROM: 508 
TO: 304 
Dear Syl — 

Your letter-box Is crammed to the gills, as 
usual; I hope I can squeeze this note in! 

I’m supposed to lure you out of 304 during 
the homeroom period today: I promised your 
cherubs I’d think of something! They want to 
collect money for your Xmas corsage; it’s tra- 
ditional, and every year every teacher pretends 
great surprise at receiving it. (The one with the 
biggest corsage wins!) So be sure to drop in to 
my room— on some pretext or other. 

Tomorrow will be wild! It would be good to 
fortify ourselves with a double malted after 
school today, but I know you’re meeting with 
Ferone this afternoon. Let’s plan to see each 
other during the holidays. I’ll be pretty much 
alone, except for a couple of nights, when I am 
taking some of my kids who have never seen a 
live play to an off-Broadway production. 

I understand tomorrow’s Faculty Frolic is live, 
tool 
Bea 

# # # 

MISS BARRETT, 

Alice Blake OF YOUR OFFICIAL CLASS IS OWING 
THE LIBRARY THE SUM OF 490 FOR OVERDUE 
BOOK OR BOOKS ENTITLED The Idylls of the 
'<ing BY Alfred Lord Tennyson U NLESS THIS SUM 
IS PAID AND THE BOOK OR BOOKS RETURNED 
WITHIN SEVEN DAYS, (HE WILL BE 
(SHE 

PLACED ON THE LIBRARY BLACKLIST. 


Dear Miss Barrett, 

Just to make sure I pass here is another Extra 
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Credit Myth I remembered! Hero and Liandor 
poped into my head because I forced myself to 
remember that Hero is a girl! But the rest of it 
I don't remember so well so will talk about an- 
other Psyche. She was the sister that got left on 
the shelf when the others got married off but 
an Orcle told her parents to put her on a Mount 
top to wait for a husband. One day Cupid came 
along and became her husband but said she 
must never look at him! Her sisters told her to 
take a look and if it's a monster kill it, and if 
not don't! When she did he was awakened and 
fled away. After trying to kill herself she came 
to Venus to be a maiden under her. After doing 
some tasks she became imortal and had two chil- 
dren. All the other teachers are forced to pass 
me on, Ha-ha! because I'm outgrowing all my 
classes so I hope you will too with all these 
Extras I'm giving you! 

Very truely 

Lou Martin 


Dear Miss Barrett, 

I'm collecting money from the kids in Home 
Room for a Xmas present to send Alice in the 
hospital and would like your permission to do 
this. Would you care to join in? I keep thinking 
how she used to sit right in front of me. We 
want to get her one of those great big stuff ani- 
mals on which we'll all autograph our names 
to show we didn't forget her. A pander or a 
kangarroo. 

Sincerly 
Carole Blanca 
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Dear Ellen, 


Thurs., Dec. 17 


It is 3:30 in the morning. I can’t sleep; I need to 
talk to you. I want to tell you what happened tins 
afternoon, exactly what happened. 

It was late when he came in; I had waited, it 
seems, for a long time. I remember arranging and re- 
arranging the papers on my desk, refreshing my 
lipstick, switching on the lights against the winter 
darkness. I remember the sounds of traffic and the 
drilling on the street below, and the way he sud- 
denly stood in the doorway. 

He closed the door softly behind him and leaned 
against it, waiting. I remember thinking how nice, 
he had spruced himself up for our interview: the 
toothpick was gone; he had taken the trouble to brush 
his hair. 


I arose. I smiled. I was glad to see him, I said. 
I had been wanting to see him all term. He said he 
knew that; well, I had my wish, here he was. 

Ignoring his insolence, aware of his resentment of 
authority, I stepped out from behind my desk and 
to bridge the distance between us — I sat down, with 
my Delaney Book, in a student's chair, motioning for 
him to sit next to me. I knew precisely what I would 
discuss with him: reasons for staying in school, pos- 
sibility of college, making up failing marks, attend- 
ance, attitudes. I was ready to point out the dis- 
crepancy between his capacity and achievement. I 
was prepared to understand his problems. 

He swaggered towards me, but he did not sit down. 
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He stood above me, leather jacket unzipped, rocking 
slightly on his heels, looking down at me, but not 
looking at my face. 

I sat holding my Delaney Book like a shield against 
my breast, with all those cardboard names on it, last 
first, printed in ink. He knew what I was after, he 
said. He recalled my every act of kindness to him, 
from the first day, when I had covered for him with 
McHabe. And about the wallet, he said, and when 
they found the knife on him, and the midterms, and 
all that talk, talk, and asking him all the time to see 
me alone. Well, we were alone now. 

The drilling on the street must have stopped for a 
moment; I remember it had begun again, more loud 
and insistent. I felt my heart beating against the hard, 
wine-red cover of the Delaney Book. He must try 
to understand, I said. He must believe that I wanted 
only — I wanted 

He wasn't listening. He was looming above me, 
the years between us swiftly reversed, while I sat, 
an unsure school girl, reciting a tentative lesson. My 
words never reached him; I could almost hear them 
drop, one by one, like so many pebbles against a 
closed window. 

You know how you move under water, heavy and 
graceful? By this time I was standing. I had some- 
how got up. I remember how carefully I had placed 
the Delaney Book on the arm-desk of the chair, bal- 
ancing it so that it should not spill out all those 
name cards. Disarmed now, empty-handed, I was 
standing before him. I became aware of the deserted 
building enclosing us, the empty room, the empty 
chairs, silent and abandoned as grave-stones; of scraps 
of paper, valueless now, scattered on the floor; of 
books leaning, top-heavy with words, on the splintered 
shelf; of papers on my desk, bulging with words. 
Slowly I began to step back; slowly he moved to- 
wards me, relentless as a shadow. 

After a while I felt the wall at my back; there was 
no further place to go. I heard my words running 
down like a defective phonograph record, until there 
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was silence. The drilling on the street had stopped 
again. He was very close. I looked at him, and with 
a mild shock of recognition, I saw him, as if I had 
known him only through photographs before, and now 
saw him in person. Yes, of course. 

Someplace a car honked. I think he made a move 
towards me. Maybe not. I looked at him, and there 
were no words left with which to ward off feeling. 

I reached out blindly. I touched his face. There 
were no words for the terrible tenderness. I wanted 
to comfort him, as if he were a child, for everything 
that had been done to him. I wanted to say, like 
Persephone in hell: My dear, my dear— It is not so 
dreadful here. I wanted to tell him, I wanted him to 
know. There were no words for this, only my hands 
on his face. 

I don't know how long we stood, motionless, en- 
folded in silence. One moment his face was hard 
against my hands, the next, it seemed to shatter at 
my touch. He looked as if he were about to wrench 
himself away, but he didn't. Fists clenched, he 
watched me like a boxer poised to spring. 

His eyes read me like Braille. This was the moment 
he had been testing me for. What was he asking me 
to do? Undo? 

He had come for a purpose. He thought (he made 
himself think) it was my purpose too. It was the only 
way he knew to human closeness. It was also the 
way to diminish me, to punish. 

His life outside this room was alien to me. I could 
not imagine or even guess it. Yet I knew him. His 
face told me all. The silent struggle, the clash of 
feeling on feeling: contempt and longing, helpless- 
ness and rage. All that he knew of good. The need 
to cling and to repel, to kneel and to defile. 

He waited for a sign. 

What could I say to show him that to survive, 
love was as strong as hate, and could be trusted? 
His world had taught him well, long before me. 

Only my touch could speak. I care, it said, I do 
care. 
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His eyes grew hard. His lips moved. 

“Damn you to hell”— he turned and bolted out of 
the room. The door opened and closed behind him, 
and there was the drilling on the street, loud now, 
and the desk and the papers and time. For some 
reason, I looked at my watch. 

Was he crying? 

If he was, he will never forgive me. 

But it was I who cried. I sat down at my desk; 
I put my head on my arms on the desk, and I cried. 

Why? 

The question and answer period will come later; 
multiple choice, True or False, my own probing 
question"; and the explanations, the interpretations, 
the distortions I will inevitably make. 

For already, hours later, I think that what I felt 
for Ferone, and what I am feeling now, and what 
I am putting down on this paper, and what you will 
see when you read it— are all quite different. 

“What is truth?" said jesting Pilate, and would not 
stay for an answer. But jesting Sylvia will stay and 
jest the truth away. I had used my sense of humor; 
I had called it proportion, perspective. But perspec- 
tive is distance. And distance, for all my apparent 
involvement, is what I had kept between myself and 
my students. Like Paul's lampoons, like Lou s ha-ha's, 
it insulated me; it kept me safe from feeling, 

I will probably, in my very next letter, or very 
next paragraph— see once again “the funny sides"; I 
may allow memory to turn flippant. But for a mo- 
ment, or hour, or whatever measure of time it takes 
to grow, we reached each other, Ferone and I, per- 
son to person. 

For love is growth. It is the ultimate commitment. 
It imposes obligations; it risks pain. Love is what I 
wanted from all, from A (Allen) to W (Wolzow) 
in my Delaney Book; but I had never really loved 
back. Oh, love me, love me back! they all cried— 
Alice and Vivian, all of them. And maybe now I can. 

Ferone taught me. Our roles became reversed. He 
315 



had reached me; I was the one who needed him, 
to make me feel. 

What to do with it? I had once seen a girl's memo 
book on the Lost & Found shelf in the office, and on 
the cover— a warning in crayon: Do Not Touch!!! Or 
Look!!! Personal! Private! Penalty! The penalty for 
touching is too great. The burden of love for all the 
Ferones waiting for me in the classroom is not to be 
borne. Better by far to stand at a lectern and read 
my neat notes at Willowdale. 

I am tired. 

I had set out to tell you exactly what happened. 
But since I am the one writing this, how do I know 
what in my telling I am selecting, omitting, empha- 
sizing; what unconscious editing I am doing? Why 
was I more interested in the one black sheep (I 
use Ferones own cliche) than in all the white lambs 
in my care? Why did I (in my red suit) call him a 
child? Am I, by asking questions, distorting something 
pure? The heart has its reasons; it's the mind that's 
suspect. 

You've read my letters from the very beginning, 
from the first day of school. How callow I must 
have been, how impatient and intolerant and naive 
and remote and gullible and sure of myself. And how 
mistaken. 

It is almost morning; the alarm is set for 6:30. I 
have been writing and writing. “Words are all we T 
have," I once said. Wrong again. Whatever the name 
for love, and there are many, it can be as silent as 
an unspoken word, as simple as a touch. 

I must try to get some sleep. Tomorrow is our 
topsy-turvy day, when teachers turn into kids, kids 
into teachers. A fitting climax. 

All my love, 

Syl 

P. S. Did you know that 50 % of the time IVe been 
barking up all the wrong trees? 

S. 



INTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: H. Pastorfield 
TO: S. Barrett 

Dear Sylvia— 

Isn't this fun? 

Have you got a Teacher for a Day kid this 
period? I get a bang out of turning the classes 
over to the kids and pretending I cant spell 
cat! 

Would you like to join the party in my room? 
Bring your kids! Were having a “Tables Are 
Turned" balll 

Henrietta 

# a # 

IMTRASCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

FROM: 503 
TO: 304 

Dear Syl— 

How are you doing? You looked awful this 
morning! Don't let the tumult in the halls rattle 
you. The wild giggles, the dunce caps, the 
screams for late passes are mostly high spirits. 

But some of it is malice. This is the day for 
vengeance. I understand Loomis got a zero in 
Math. One of his kids had spent weeks laying 
the foundation: a tough question he got from 
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someone in Graduate Math Dept, at Berkeley. 

How did your interview with Ferone go yester- 
day? 

See you at Faculty Frolic this afternoonl 

Bea 

« « « 


Dear Miss Barrett, 

Joseph Ferone of your official class is absent 
today, but you neglected to fill out Postal card 
#1 (Reason for Absence). 

Sadie Finch 
Chief Clerk 

$ * * 

Dear Sylvia, 

Do you happen to have an aspirin? 

Please send it to nurse's office— they got me to 
cover it while she's lying down. 

Mary 

# # $ 

FROM: James J. McHabe Adm. Asst. 

TO: ALL TEACHERS 

DURING TODAY’S ABNORMAL SCHEDULE TEACH- 
ERS SHOULD KEEP DISRUPTION AT A MINIMUM. 
THERE WILL BE A SERIES OF THREE BELLS RE- 
PEATED FOUR TIMES TO INDICATE EARLY DIS- 
MISSAL. 

FACULTY FROLIC WILL BEGIN PROMPTLY AFTER 
THAT. 

TEACHERS MUST NOT PUNCH OUT BEFORE THEIR 
REGULAR TIME. 

JJ McH 

Sylvia! 

May I borrow your phonograph? School pho- 
nograph doesn't work. 
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Also— stage curtain is stuck. Can you spare a 
couple of tall kids to be curtain-pullers? 

I hope you like the show. All is madness down 
here. Music, lights, props, costumes— nothing 
works. Manheim forgot all his lines, Yum-Yum 
is absent, and there are hoodlums (not ours) 
lurking in the auditorium. 

It augurs well- — 

Paul 

# <* 

FROM: James J. McHabe, Adm. Asst, 

TO : all teachers 

DUE TO UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES THERE IS 
NO ONE PATROLLING THE HALLS AND EN- 
TRANCES TO CHALLENGE UNAUTHORIZED VISI- 
TORS. TEACHERS WITH FREE TIME ARE TO RE- 
PORT TO THE OFFICE FOR PATROL ASSIGNMENTS. 

JJ McH 

* a # 

Sylvia! 

Urgent! Can you get from one of your kids 
a Japanese fan and some hair lacquer? If no fan 
is available, a ping-pong racket will do. 

Hurriedly, 

Paul 

(Will you come backstage to help with makeup?) 

* # # 

TO: ALL TEACHERS 

Please ignore previous instructions about today's 
bell schedule. There will be a series of four bells 
repeated twice to indicate early dismissal. 

Three bells repeated four times indicates fire drill 
and we wish to avoid confusion. 

Sadie Finch 
Chief Clerk 
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Sylvia! 

Can you spare two more boys (husky) to hold 
up backdrop? It got unglued. Also need an obi 
—ask around. Well be ready in a few minutes. 
Be sure to yell: “Author, author!” 

Paul 


(Or any wide sash) 

« « « 

TO: ALL TEACHERS 

Please disregard bells. There has been a delay 
in the Faculty Show. Keep students in rooms 
until further notice. 

Sadie Finch 
Chief Clerk 


* * # 


TO: ALL TEACHERS 

Please disregard previous notice about disregard- 
ing bells, since most students are now in audi- 
torium. 

Sadie Finch 
Chief Clerk 



* 




FROM: James J. McHabe, Adm. Asst. 

TO: ALL TEACHERS 

BECAUSE OF UNRULINESS IN CLASSROOMS, TO- 
DAY'S EARLY DISMISSAL TOOK PLACE EARLIER 
THAN ANTICIPATED. TEACHERS ARE TO PROCEED 
TO AUDITORIUM AT ONCE. 

JJ McH 
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December 22 


Dear Ellen, 

Fm writing this from the hospital, where I am 
bedded down with a fractured foot; nothing serious, 
but a nuisance, since 111 be laid up during the busiest 
time of the term: the holidays! 

I was wounded in the line of duty. I might even 
say above and beyond. I was felled by an unhinged 
door with a pagoda on it. 

I was not attacked or knifed; I fought no issue; 
proved no point. I had merely gone backstage, in 
the auditorium, to help Paul during the Faculty 
Frolic. 

That whole afternoon was as macabre as a news- 
reel Mardi-Gras bobbing towards its grotesque de- 
nouement. Harry Kagan, as Clarke, prissy at the lec- 
tern; teachers in blue jeans and sneakers licking over- 
size lollipops or ostentatiously pulling bubble gum 
from their mouths in an exaggerated attempt at play- 
ing the good sport. Remember whaFs-his-name at 
Lyons Hall— the professor who used to perch on the 
windowsill in shirtsleeves and suspenders, munching 
a sandwich to show that he was one of us? Here was 
the same kind of phony camaraderie— only it got 
wilder and wilder. Teachers with skipping ropes, bal- 
loons, yo-yos; teachers in Japanese kimonos, pencils 
stuck in their lacquered hair, singing and dancing 
in a kind of parody of a parody: the Barringer 
“Mikado,” to the stamping and whistling of kids 
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jammed into the auditorium; and a separate, desper- 
ate whistle from McHabe. That was dining the gar- 
bage-throwing. 

I must explain that some outside kids— from a neigh- 
borhood gang, or students on suspension, or drop- 
outs— who somehow got wind of the fact that there 
was a show going on, gained entry into the auditorium 
with contraband garbage, which they proceeded to 
throw around. They must have aimed it at the stage, 
but it landed on the audience: our kids. Naturally, 
ours threw it right back; they threw it back at ours; 
and so it went, back and forth, for a few rank mo- 
ments. The auditorium, being windowless, and over- 
flowing with the overflow of both X2 and Y2 kids, 
was already stifling. Eventually, the visitors were 
ejected, the garbage was trampled until it got lost, 
and the show went on. 

I’m sure the songs were clever; it was impossible 
to hear because of the commotion. By this time I 
was backstage-that’s when the pagoda fell on my foot. 
Or rather, the backdrop, which was a door, painted 
black with a red and gold pagoda on it. I don’t 
know where it had originally been hinged — possibly 
a bank; it was heavy as metal. It hurt like hell. 

The doctor says I am lucky. I could have had a 
crushed instep, instead of “a simple fracture of the 
base of the fifth metatarsal.” My foot will be in a 
cast for a few weeks, but I’ll be well in time for 
the new term at Willowdale. 

Right now I’m in a kind of limbo: Because of 
clerical errors and snarled red tape, I’m not officially 
out of Calvin Coolidge, nor officially in Willowdale. 
The only thing I’m sure of is that I am in the hos- 
pital, lying brazenly in bed in broad daylight, while 
someplace bells are ringing and classes are chan gin g 
and kids are waiting. Kids in schools all over the 
city, all over the country, pledging allegiance to the 
flag in assemblies, halls, classrooms, yards — hundreds 
of thousands of right hands on the heart, hundreds 
of thousands of young voices droning the singsong: 

. . one nation under God in/divisible . . ” Some- 
324 


place kids are taking a test, frowning, clutching pens, 
chewing pencils, thinking, thinking in a kind of si- 
lent hum. Or arguing in bus or subway about some- 
thing they had discussed in class. Someplace a soli- 
tary kid sits absorbed in a book in a library. 

It’s absence that makes me so nostalgic. For I must 
remember, too, the drudgery and the waste. Frustra- 
tion upon frustration, thanklessness, defeat. The 3 
o’clock exhaustion; the FTG fatigue (The Sophomore 
Slump, the Senior Sorrows ) . And getting up for early 
session; in winter, dressing by electric light to punch 
in before the warning bell, to erase the obscenity 
from the board, to track down the window-pole, to 
hand in before 1, before 2, before 3 . . . 

And “misunderstandings of feelings.” (How often 
I find myself quoting a student!). And the gobbledy- 
gook, and the pedagese, and the paper miles of words. 

One wordless moment with Ferone, one moment 
of real feeling, and I had toppled off my tightrope, 
parasol and all. 

And Ferone— where is he and what is to become 
of him? 

I wonder how he himself will tell it, or recall it. 
“I had this teacher, see, and once, on a winter af- 
ternoon . . .” 

I keep remembering what he had said to me. 
"What makes you think you’re so special? Just be- 
cause you’re a teacher?” What he was really saying 
was: You are so special. You are my teacher. Then 
teach me, help me. Hey, teach, I’m lost-which way 
do I go? I’m tired of going up the down staircase. 

So am I. 

What is it that I wanted? A good question. In- 
teresting, challenging, thought-provoking, as required 
in the Model Lesson Plan. A pivotal question, “di- 
rected towards the appreciation of human motives” — 
and eliciting answers I may not like. 

I wanted to make a permanent difference to at 
least one child. “A Teacher 111 Never Forget”? Yes. 

I wanted to share my enthusiasm with them; I 
wanted them to respond. To love me? Yes. 
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I wanted to mold minds, shape souls, guide my 
flock through English and beyond. To be a lady-God? 
That's close. 

I wanted to fight the unequal battle against all 
that stands in the way of teaching. To blaze a trail? 
Indeed. 

Yet I am about to quit. 

Am I but another dropout? 

I think of new kids that will come and go, card 
after card in the Delaney Book, dropping without a 
ripple out of sight. The same kids, but with different 
names, making the same mistakes in the same way. 
I think how little anyone can do, even with love, 
especially with love. And I long for Willowdale. 
(Those windows! Those windows with trees in them!) 

I think I’m not so special after all. 

I will have time, as I lie here alone with my fifth 
metatarsal, to do a lot more thinking. 

They've just brought me a stack of mail from school. 
Write me c/o the hospital. (I haven't told Mother 
or anyone at home of my accident.) Let me know 
if my electric rabbit reached Suzie in time for the 
tree, and how your eggnog recipe turned out. And a 
very merry Xmas! 

Love, 

Syl 

P.S. What statistics can I give you? 

Did you know that the median age for female ac- 
cidents in the schools is 48.2? And that the accidents 
occur mostly on the stairs? 

I don't seem to fit. 


S. 


Greetings on your illness and best wishes for 
coming back soon. This sub we made her so mis- 
erable I bet she'll never show up around here 
again. While she's having histerics in the office 
were all passing around this Round Robbin in 
rows alphabetically even though a lot of us are 
absent, to tell you your method of teaching was 
fair and square. If there is anything I can pos- 
sibly do about it I would do it. Have a Happy 
New Year always. 

Frank Allen 


Elizabeth Elis said we should sign our real 
names to show that you thaught us to have the 
courage of our convinctions. So here goes. A man's 
reach should exeed his gasp is a statement true 
to life and I am using it daily. This proves your 
lessons sunk in and you didn't drum it into our 
heads for nothing. Hoping you will get well soon 
and enthuse about books once more. 

Andrew Alvarez 
(Use to sign Anonimus) 


Some one told us a terrible rumor that you're not 
coming back to us. We miss you something ter- 
rible. Even tho it’s just before Xmas the whole 
327 



class can’t enjoy it. Please please come back & 
111 do anything for you, even read a Julius 
Ceasar. 

Janet Amdur 


A Xmas present doesn’t have to be only a thing. 
It can also be by telling you how you helped us 
this term, which is what we decided to do. How 
you helped me is in giving me a liking for school 
which I previously lacked. It’s awful you got hurt 
but they say you’ll be OK soon. If Alice was in 
front of me she would sign her name too so I’ll 
sign for her. 

A Merry Xmas from Carole Blanca 
and 

Alice Blake 


I refuse to sign this robin. 



Excuse my english if I would of studied harder 
I could now be riting you a nice letter like the 
others, if you can read my riting you would 
know your class was my happist time of life. 

Real name Marvin Chertock 


I cant believe you’re not coming back. School 
wouldn’t be school without you. Every time you 
came into the room (304) I always looked you 
over, no offence I hope. When I told my friends 
about you they all envied me. You don’t make the 
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subject too confusing, also not too hard on the 
eyes, which adds to my knowledge. Myself and 
my whole family is praying for your speedy re- 
covery to English. 

Gary Daniels 

(A Bashful Nobody. Now you know!) 


Some things can’t be expressed in words. Even 
though I want to be a writer, I know this. But I 
think you know what I mean when I say only 
“Thank you”, 

Elizabeth Ellis 


You and Roseanne (my imaginary twin sister) 
are my only friends and both beautifull to look at. 
Don’t let anything Bad happen to you in the hos- 
pital. When I used to have my other English 
classes I used to have those excrushiating head- 
aches. But since you, I don’t mind if they give 
me English 20 times a day and I mean it. 

Your Admireress 

Francine Gardner 


Though I made a funny face when you said you 
would read poetry I really disliked it. In case I 
don’t see you in person, I hope they can save your 
foot, I knew some one (R.L.) who got into a foot 
accident and is on cruches. 

I used to sign Guess Who— did you guess who? 

Rachel Gordon? 


I wish you a complete cure and New Years. You 
gave me a deeper understanding of people like 
Pygmallion and others. 


Sam Harper 
(Formally I signed 
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Your not as bad as them. 

Yr Freind 

Use to be Yr Emeny S. Marino 


You are my most memorial teacher, you teach a 
subject as fast as it can enter and stay put in the 
brain. And you’re a person with a good sense of 
humor and a touch of teacherly love. 

Jerry Hyams, former Cutter 


To Miss Barrett, who helped me in education as 
well as my personal and business life, best wishes 
of the season. 

Harry A. Kagan 

(The Students Future Choice) 



— Ronald Lipp 


Now it can be told, that's who I am! 

I want to join this r. robin to tell you how I feel. 
You are like the gems in the ocean. Til tell my 
children about you and my days with you My 
motto is "never forget”. The day is dragging out 
without you but you made the period fly like 
wings, even a long Home Room like this. Even the 
way you dressed made everything clearer and up 
to date. For the rest of my life I will try to grab 
higher than my reach. ° 


A Happy Holiday! And Yuletide! A Happy New 
Year! And many more Happy Returns of English! 
You re the first teacher that got something into 
this wooden head of mine, Ha-ha! “This was the 
most unkindliest cut of all” (when you left us) 
I’m quoting from your boyfriend Shakesper (Jul. 
Caeser) in case you don't know! So get well right 
away! And come back healthful and happy to 
teach us some more things! Now how you helped 
me— I don't horse around so much, though I still 
do. Sometimes! 

Lou Martin 


If God only makes you well I would never again 
be unprepaired (Homework). I didn't mean it 
when I was writting those things in the Sug. Box. 
From the first day when I fell off my seat (re- 
member?) I fell for you but couldn't show it. 



(I'm really Lennie Neumark) 


How you helped me was you didn’t try to act like 
a King. 

Doodlebug 
Jill Norris 
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I still hate females but not you. This goes for 
me and the whole class including 16 who are 
absent. You can come back. But I don’t know if 
I will. 

Rusty O’Brien 


Calvin Coolidge s New Year could be happy if 
only you return to teach us again. I never met 
any one like you in my whole life. I awaited 
every tomorrow just to see what you were going 
to wear or do. You made me come out of my 
shell to a size 14. My sister is size 11 but she’s 
got skinny legs. I will love you till the day I die. 

Vivian Paine 


They hogging the entire paper. I want to say is 
I complaned a lot. but I didn’t know how lucky 
I was to have you. until we got this jerky sub. 
she don’t know a tiling and she’s trying to teach 

it. 

Disgusted 
Miguel Rios 


I would swim across the Chanel like "Hero and 
Leander” just to see you teaching again. And 
that’s no “myth,” it’s the truth. “Merry Xmas” and 
Love 

Chas. H. Robbins 

(I can now write without having quotion marks 
Pile all over me and I’m trying to not think about 
the “atom bomb”. I hope this makes you feel bet- 
ter in the hospital.) 


1. How You Helped Me 

A. Apreciation of Life 
1. The Road Taken 

a. (choice) 

2. Julius Ceaser 

a. (was Brutus right?) 

3. Spelling (Improved 99%) 

4. Browning (a man reaching high) 

5. Letters of die alphabet put together make 
up all lit. 

B. I often think of diese problems 

2. Merry Xmasl 

Teenager 

Alias Ricky Roche 


You helped me with better knowlege also re- 
spect. You gave me a push to take out a Librarry 
Card and get more meanings from my readings. 
You have been as wonderful as my own mother 
to me and I loved my mother very much while 
she was here. I guess I love you just about the 
same. You are the neatest teacher in the school. 

Love and Xmas 

Jose Rodriguez 


Don’t think me unscrupulous but I feel towards 
you like a friend. You tried to make even Shakesp. 
understandable. Also I dress more conservative, I 
wear my eyelashes only on dates now. 

Maybe it’s none of my bussiness but you are 
young and I hope you don’t make teaching a 
profession. I would like to see you married soon 
so you would take care of your husband and 
children, teaching takes everything out of your 
life. If you stay home and raise a familly you 
will be very happy and you will see your hus- 
band quite often. 

Linda Rosen 


C. H. R. 
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A hospitle teaches you a good lesson. Only it’s 
worst for the color people. Like today I was 
marked late even if it's almost Xmas. Is that 
fair? No mater what I do Im always the last 
one, Im next to the last one to sign this sheet. 

Edward Williams, Esq. 


If you read this and I hope you do you will know 
I’m crazy about you and if I ever did anything 
to show the opposite I m sorry. It may surprize 
you because I kept quiet and never even wrote 
in the Suggestion Box but I want you to know 
more than anything how I think you re the most 
beautiful person I ever met as a teacher. I have 
to leave you to find a job next term but maybe 
111 catch a glimmer of you sometimes as I don't 
live too far away, having looked up where you 
live. 

Katherine Wolzow 
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December 24 

Dear Ellen, 

It is Xmas Eve and here I lie, with my elevated 
plaster foot partly obstructing the funereal flower ar- 
rangement from the Teachers' Interest Committee on 
the hospital bureau in front of me, and papers piled 
up on the bed. Papers from the Board (which still 
doesn't know my sex); from Willowdale; from my 
colleagues; from Finch; from McHabe; Accident Re- 
ports; Absence Refund slips; End of Term sheets— 
papers to fill out, papers to check off, papers to sign, 
papers to countersign, papers to notarize, papers to 
mail and papers to file. 

I feel quite at home. 

The hospital allows its semi-private patients two 
visitors a day. Bea has been in and out. McHabe 
was here for a few uneasy moments to pay a duty 
call. He kept looking at his watch and waiting for 
the dismissal bell, I think. Paul came with a clever 
parody of Ezra Pound in many cantos. He's begun a 
new novel— about a nuclear physicist marooned on 
a peninsula: in Kamchatka, I believe. That's in Rus- 
sia. Or maybe Asia. Each of my classes delegated 
one student to visit me. 

My homeroom sent me a round robin of apprecia- 
tion and revelation: a kid who all term signed him- 
self “The Hawk” turned out to be a tiny, scared- 
looking boy given to outbursts of enthusiasm; my 
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“emeny” is now my “freind”; and I have not passed 
through 304 unnoticed. 

My English 5 presented me with a gift on which 
they must have lavished much love and thought and 
chipped-in money. It's in such bad taste that it 
moved me almost to tears: a shining chrome ash- 
tray or candy dish with glass grapes. 

My English 33 SS (my super-slows, my under- 
achievers, my non-academics) have composed a 
ballad for me which they are transcribing in India 
ink on a special scroll and which I am to receive 
shortly. 

Not a word from Ferone. 

Thank you for your eloquent letter. I s d like to think 
you re right, but I have learned my limitations and 
my private failures. It was the idea of teaching, the 
idea of kids that I d been in love with. I didn’t really 
listen; not even when their parents, on Open School 
day, tried to tell me; not even when the children them- 
selves, in their own words, said so much more than 
their words on paper said. Not until I had come face 
to face with one boy. 

Bea has a way of knowing. She listens to her feel- 
ings; that’s why for her it’s simple. And Grayson— 
for him it’s simple too. But I, Sylvia Barrett-what 
mark do I get?” “A” for Effort. 

“A man’s reach should exceed his grasp” I once 
taught. This implies the inevitability of frustration. 
Not to lower my sights, not to compromise; to ac- 
cept the “challenge,” to keep fighting, to find re- 
wards even in failure because failure is due to aim- 
ing too high; not to give up, for all the leather 
chairs in Willowdale. 

It is too much to ask. 

“Sauve qui peut,” Paul once 

I hear visitors at the door 

To be continued 

Bea just left. She brought news of the latest legisla- 
tion; future Faculty Shows have been outlawed. All 
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school entrances, with the exception of the main one, 
will be locked “except when in use.” Vigilance of pa- 
trol will be redoubled. It was suggested— but ve- 
toed— that all visitors to school be frisked. The audi- 
torium was to be used for assemblies only. The 
pagoda was scrapped. 

I asked about the kids. Eddie Williams is definitely 
dropping out, as are several others. Jose Rodriguez 
is staying. So is Vivian Paine. She wants to be an Eng- 
lish teacher, and a high school diploma is a pre- 
requisite. Bea didn’t know about Rusty or Ferone. 

I don’t know about Ferone either. He may be my 
most spectacular failure, or my one real success. If 
he drops out, I may never know. 

“What else is happening in school?” I asked. 

“Life is happening there. That’s where life is,” she 
said. It was shameless propaganda. She is still trying 
to dissuade me from leaving. 

It’s not fair. I admit my ambivalence— when I re- 
read the round robin, when I look at the ugly chrome 
and glass candy dish, when I think of their faces. 

I have learned how vulnerable I am. 

But I must look realistically at the future. Per- 
haps I’m not equal to what awaits me at Calvin Cool- 
idge. Unless I stop caring. Until, one day, I find my- 
self punching in with indifference, punching out with 
relief. Until I become as bitter as Loomis, as plain- 
tive as Mary, nursing my grievances and varicose 
veins. 

At Willowdale, I have a chance to be “mine own 
woman.” 

If I choose to remain at Coolidge, then Clarke may 
justly, on his End of Term Report, call me “loony”! 

In the meantime, Willowdale is waiting for clear- 
ance on my resignation from the Board and for a let- 
ter from Dr. Clarke— a mere formality. I am waiting 
for a “Dear Sir or Madam, Resignation accepted” let- 
ter. No regret, no gratitude, just “Resignation ac- 
cepted”; that, I understand, is the usual form the 
Board sends. 

And, of course, I am waiting for a letter from you. 
dsc-22 337 



I shall be here at the hospital for another week or 
two; after that Til take my metatarsal home in a 
* walking cast” till the end of the term. 

Remember me in your wassail, and— to quote a 
student for the last time— may you have a Happy 
New Year alwaysl 

Love, 

Syl 

P.S. Did you know that teachers have been re- 
signing from the New York City school system at 
the rate of approximately a thousand a year? 

S. 





Our class was Workinq happily, 

.While you Were teach inq us, 
ZVou pave «s information wni 
y/e learned without 


ich. 

a -Puss. 


"We read book's and did spell, 

The hours sped by so -fast, 
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DEAR SIR OR MADAM: 

IN REPLY TO YOUR REQUEST FOR RESIGNA- 
TION, PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT YOURS WAS 
FILLED OUT IMPROPERLY. 

YOU MUST OBTAIN THE PROPER FORM FROM 
THE OFFICE OF TENURE AND APPOINTMENTS. 


# # # 


January 5 


Dear Miss Barrett, 

We at Willowdale are looking forward to hav- 
ing you with us in the February semester. As you 
know, your appointment is contingent upon your 
resignation from the Board of Education and a 
letter from your principal. We have not as yet 
received either communication. Would you be 
kind enough to let us know the reason for the de- 
lay? 

Most cordially, 

Robert S. Corbin 
Dept, of English and 
Comparative Lit. 


P. S. There is every likelihood that a Chaucer 
seminar will be formed, open to eight stu- 
dents majoring in English. 
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Dear Miss Barrett, 

I am sending you to the hospital: Circulars 
#42 and #43 on Teachers Welfare. Please fill 
out Accident Reports A and B and the forms 
Miss Finch is sending you under* separate cover, 
and mail them back at once, with witness or wit- 
nesses to the accident. 

James J, McHabe 
Adm. Asst 

We miss you. 


JJ McH 


# * 




Jan. 5 

Dear Syi— 

Im glad you’re up and hobbling, and that 
you 11 be out of the hospital soon. You looked 
wonderful when I saw you last week-rested and 
relaxed. Little wonder. 

School is the usual post-holiday bedlam. One 
forgets, when one has been out of it for a while, 
the pettiness, the fever and the fret; then swiftly, 
in a day or two, one is sucked in again! Right 
now we re in the midst of final reports and en- 
tries. Once more the library is closed to the kids; 
once more we poke and scratch in the PRC’s. 

It doesn’t seem possible that you may not be 
here next term. What can we do to lure you? 
Give you lunch period at noon? Classes of no 
more than 35? All the red pencils you can use? 
Extra board erasers? Your broken window fixed? 
No patrol assignments? Honors classes? A non- 
floating program? 

Or could you be seduced by the new building 
the Board has been promising us for the last 
seven years? According to plans carefully drawn 
up and dangled before us every couple of years 
we are supposed to be getting: a courtyard 
rimmed by classrooms, with “facilities for dining 
and study among shrubs,” a complete air-condi- 
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tioning system, electronic devices that sound like 
hoot owls to signal the end of classes, two gym- 
nasiums and an indoor swimming pool with un- 
derwater portholes for instructors to observe and 
instruct swimmers! 

Teaching here isn't so bad. Once you accept 
as one of the ineluctable laws of nature that kids 
will continue to say “Silas Mariner" and “Ancient 
Marner" and “between you and I" and “mischie- 
vious,” and that the administration will continue 
to use phrases like “egregious conduct" and 
“ethnic background" you can go on from there. 

And you can go much farther with adolescents 
than with college people— especially you, with 
your gift of generating excitement and provok- 
ing thinking, whether in a slow and stumbling 
kid or a quick, bright one. You ve seen them open 
their eyes and walk out, blinking, into day. 
You've heard that sudden intake of breath, like a 
sigh, when suddenly it becomes clear and they 
see, they see! This is what it means to teach— 
and you are one of the few who can. 

Come back! 

The new term will be shaping up very much 
like the old; there will be the usual number of 
sabbatical and maternity leaves in February, and 
more than the usual number of new kids. Mary 
has been asked to volunteer for additional duties 
as grade adviser, Loomis, who's had an offer in 
industry at a much higher salary (and without 
kids), got cold feet and chose to remain in the 
safety of the school system. Paul has been saun- 
tering into school in a faint vapor of alcohol. 
And Henrietta went and touched up her hair 
over the holidays: from salt and pepper to bright 
ginger. 

I got carried away there a while back. But I 
feel it would be such a waste if someone like you 
were swept away from us. 

Bea 


Dear Miss Barrett, 

Will you please enter final marks on the en- 
closed End Term Sheets for each of your stu- 
dents, so the substitute can transfer them to 
PRC's. 

Will you please send to me the CC's, Service 
Credits, and number of times absent (excused 
and unexcused) and late (excused and unex- 
cused) for each of your homeroom students. 

Also, Book Blacklist of students who failed to 
return their books, and any moneys you have col- 
lected for the renewal of subscriptions to The 
Clarion and for the G.O. Field Trip. 

I hope you feel better. 

Sadie Finch 
Chief Clerk 

* # # 

BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE 
” CITY OF NEW YORK ~~ 

DEAR SIR OR MADAM: 

AFTER 35 YEARS OF ACCREDITED SERVICE, OR 
AFTER 30 YEARS OF SERVICE IF AT LEAST 55 
YEARS OF AGE AND IF THE TEACHER HAS ELECT- 
ED 55-30 COVERAGE, OR IF THE TEACHER IS NOT 
AT LEAST 55 YEARS OF AGE OR DID NOT ELECT 
55-30 COVERAGE, AFTER 30 YEARS OF SERVICE, 
BUT AT A CONSIDERABLY REDUCED PENSION, A 
TEACHER IS ELIGIBLE FOR RETIREMENT. 

# # # 

Dear Miss Barrett: 

Due to an unavoidable and regrettable over- 
sight, your letter asking for a letter to Willow- 
dale Academy has been inadvertently mislaid. I 
shall be pleased and happy if you plan to leave us 
to write a recommendation with an S rating, but 
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I hope and trust you will return to active duty 
here. 

Sincerely yours, 

MAXWELL E. CLARKE 
Principal 

$ « $ 

Dear Sylvia, 

Delighted to hear you’re mending. Do you 
happen to have on you an extra key to the john? 
Can you mail it to me? 

Henrietta 

o a s 

BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE 
CITY OF NEW YORK 

OEAR SIR OR MADAM: 

APPARENTLY YOU WERE SENT THE WRONG 
FORM. THE FORM YOU WERE SENT IS A RETIRE- 
MENT FORM. YOU NEED A RESIGNATION FORM 

Bureau of Appointments and Records 

** a # 

Dear Sylvia, 

The Teachers’ Interest Com. (they’ve stuck me 
with that too!) want to know if and when you 
are leaving, so that we can start collecting money 
for your going away gift and farewell tea. 

IVe been meaning to visit you, but the work 
has been piling up so high I have to take it home 
every day to get it in on time. I wish I could just 
lie down someplace like youl 

Mary 


BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE 
CITY OF NEW YORK 

DEAR SIR OR MADAM: 

IN ANSWER TO YOUR REQUEST FOR A RETIRE- 
MENT FORM, YOU WERE SENT THE OLD RETIRE- 
MENT FORM INSTEAD OF THE NEW RETIREMENT 
FORM. 

Bureau of Appointments and Records 
# # * 

Dear Miss Barrett, 

Due before 3: All items on the enclosed cir- 
cular #134 are to be checked off. See also Ad- 
denda to the Circular. 

I’m sorry you’ve been getting the wrong forms 
from the Board. You must apply for the correct 
form to the Division of Appointments and Rec- 
ords. 

Sadie Finch 
Chief Clerk 

* « * 

Dear Miss Barrett, 

I recall a lesson on "The Road Not Taken” 
and a fruitful discussion on choices. I hope 
youve made the right one; though whichever it 
is, as you yourself pointed out, it is bound to be 
charged with regret. 

With best wishes for a speedy recovery— 

Samuel Bester 

« * e 

Dear Miss Barrett, 

No matter how I add up my marks my average 
is still 61%! Well, well! Here’s hoping that one 
more Extra Credit will pick me up to 65 %\ I have 
no more books I read but will try to read some 
more if I passl 
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Odyssus 

Odyssus left Troy after killing a couple of 
million people and with his men were going 
home. But these giants at an island they 
stoped at smashed Odyssus men to pieces! 
After that they went to the Cyclopes who 
ate them gradually, but Odyssus stuck some- 
thing in his eye blinding the Cyclope and 
which resulted in the Cyclope not being 
able to see. After that they went to Circe 
who changed the men into pigs but Odyssus 
changed them back! Finally they went to 
the island of the sun and ate up all the sun s 
cattle. But Zeus killed all the men except 
Odyssus since he was the hero. By now all 
the men are dead! Odyssus lands in Ogygia 
and stays there for 7 years. Finally he comes 
home. 

Even if I don’t pass I hope you come back! Be- 
cause you know you can t get along without us, 
Ha-ha! 

(I laugh a lot but mostly I don’t mean it) 

Lou Martin 


T**rrrr 
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Is this 304? 

Hey, she's back! 

You out of the hospital? 

Hurray, we got Barrettl 
How's your foot? 

Let's give her a round of clap! 

Thank you for the applause , but that's enough . 
That's enough , thank you . Tm glad to see you again 
too. And now , please fill out these Delaney cards 

while I call the roll 

What's the date? 

February first, you moron! 

There's not enough seats! 

* Hey, we got a lot of new kids here! 

I'm not late— the bell is early. 

You gonna be our English too? 

Is Lou Martin here? Oh , there you are . 

Who, me? I didn't do it! Honest— cross my — 

Stop clowning , Lou. I just want you to know you 
were right . You were absolutely right . 

You got a cold? 

Who's got a pen to loan me? 

You want my Kleenex? 

Quit pushing! 

I don't need a Delaney, I'm dropping out. 

See me after school , and well talk about it. 

Can I have a pass? I've got to leave the room— 
I've got a doctor's note to prove it! 

Hey, the window's broke! 
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Pipe down, you guys, you know she means busi- 
ness! 

Acevedo, Fiore? 

Here. 

Adamson, Ruth? 

Here. 

Please come to order . I can't hear you when you — 
Put that chair down! Amdur, Janet? 

Here. 

Good morning, Rusty. Why are you late? 

I m not late— I had my English changed. I wanted 
you. 

Fm glad. Well— find a place to stand. Axelrod, Leon? 
— No, Don't bother me with these circulars until I'm 
through with attendance . Axelrod, Leon? Is he ab- 
sent? 

Him? He’s always absent! 

You're lucky he's not here! 

Boy, will he give you trouble! 

Hey, I’m too crowded! 

My desk is full of holes! 

Is this the right room? 

Hi, teach! 

Hi, pupe ! . . . Belgado, Ramos? 
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